These Are the People in Our Neighborhood 

In an effort to better understand my neighborhood, I conducted some harmless voyeurism by mining some of the data on the 2000 Census website, www.census.gov. The Census has a wealth of data that is available at the census tract, block group, and block level and can be obtained with relative ease, after some trial and error. (Users can enter their street address on the www.census.gov home page to find out the census tract where they live and can use the data sets at the “American Fact Finder” prompt to obtain demographic information about their neighborhood).

Thayer Avenue is located in Census tract 7024.02,.which includes a large portion of East Silver Spring between Georgia Avenue and Piney Branch Road:
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Tract 7024.02  has three block groups, which are geographic subsets of the tract:
[image: image2.png]



Each of the three block groups has multiple census blocks, which are the smallest geographic level at which the census records information: Only a subset of all of the data that is gathered by the census is available at the block level. For example, information on household  income and travel patterns, is available at the block group and census tract level but not at the block level. 
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I constructed a demographic profile of Thayer Avenue by identifying the census blocks within tract 7042.02  that border the north and south sides of the street from Fenton Street to Dale Drive. The blocks in question are Blocks 1000, 1002, 1003, 2005, 2006, and 3001, 3001, 3002, and 3003. 
When reading the data below. keep in mind the following important caveats: 1) the census block data cannot capture the exact number of people living on Thayer Avenue because they are configured to include data on some residents of surrounding streets, such as Silver Spring Avenue and Easley Street. 2) There has been a lot of demographic change as people have been born, have died, and have moved on and off Thayer Avenue. I don’t know exactly how out-of-date the 2000 Census date is by now, but the 2010 census will allow us to compare how the Avenue’s population has changed. 
So who are the people in our neighborhood? 

According to the 2000 Census 2570 people (1220 males and 1350 females) live along Thayer Avenue between Fenton Street and Dale Drive. The median age of Thayer Avenue residents is 37 years old. 
Thayer Avenue consists of 1155 housing units and, as anyone who lives or has visited Thayer Avenue knows, the housing stock  is a mix of detached houses and apartments. Census blocks 1002, 20006, and 3003, consists mainly of apartment buildings and have an average of 324 housing units per census block. The other six census blocks along Thayer Avenue consist mainly of detached houses and have an average of 42 housing units per census block. 

Thayer Avenue is home to 1260 households (a household includes all of the people who occupy a hosing unit) and 545 of these households consist of individuals living alone. Another 116 households consist of non-family members living together. (A family 
includes a householder and one or more other people living in the same household who are related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption). 
545 families live on Thayer Avenue and 157 of these families consist of married couples with children under 18. 

According to the 2000 Census, Thayer Avenue’s population is 46% African-American, 32% White, 18% Latino, and 7% Asian. In addition, 7% of respondents indicated that they are of 2 or more races. American Indian and Alaska Natives and Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islanders comprised less than 1% of the Thayer Avenue population. 

Are there any apparent demographic differences between those Thayer Avenue residents that live in apartments and those residents that live in detached homes? 
The differences do not appear to be appreciable. The total non-white population of the census tracts where apartment buildings predominate is 70%, whereas  the total non-white population of the blocks where detached homes predominate is 61%. The average household size of the residents in the blocks with mostly detached homes is 2.23 persons whereas the average household size of the apartment dwellers is somewhat smaller (2.10 persons). The ratio of families to the total population in both areas is similar 
Do the Thayer Avenue demographics more closely resemble those of the nearby District of Columbia or of Montgomery County Maryland? As the chart below indicates Thayer Avenue’s demographics lean more towards the District than of Montgomery County: 
	Jurisdiction
	 Average household size
	Median Age 
	Average family size
	Non-white population 

	DC
	2.16
	34.6
	3.07
	69%

	MoCo
	2.66
	36.8
	3.19
	35%

	Thayer Avenue 
	2.23
	37
	3.09
	61%


If the 2000 Census’ data is still relatively accurate, than Thayer Avenue’s residents comprise a portrait of America’s diversity. We’re younger and older, single and coupled, living alone and living with family members, and we’re a cross-section of races and ethnicities. If data on income, national origin, and languages spoken were available at the block level, it is likely that there would be many differences in these areas. 
Here is some additional questions that would help us better understand our neighbors: How many people living on Thayer Avenue have health insurance? How many are paying more than 30% of their incomes on housing? How many envision themselves living here indefinitely? How many are happy with the changes that have come to Downtown Silver Spring? How many people work in Silver Spring? How many parents are sending their elementary school aged kids to East Silver Spring Elementary? 
In the over years since I’ve moved to Thayer Avenue, I have not come across many opportunities to interact with the range of people in my neighborhood, especially with the apartment dwellers. Perhaps there is potential for  a Thayer Avenue block party, similar to the one recently held in South Silver Spring. However, given the Avenue’s function as an East-West traffic artery, the County probably would not be receptive to requests to close off the block for a few hours. Maybe there is an opportunity for a non-profit organization such as ESSCA (the neighborhood organization that encompasses Thayer Avenue) or IMPACT Silver Spring to do some community building. 
